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At the 70th Anniversary of Alliance of the Republic of Korea-
United States of America

Seventy years ago, on October 1, 1953, the Republic of Korea (South Korea) and
the United States of America forged a strategic alliance that has stood the test of time,
evolving into one of the most successful and enduring international partnerships in
modem history, This remarkable alliance has not only fostered political and economic
cooperation but has also played a pivotal role in shaping the security landscape of the
Asia-Pacific region. As we celebrate the 70th anniversary of this alliance, it is essential
to reflect upon its historical significance, its evolution over the years, and its continuing

relevance in the face of evolving global challenges,

The establishment of the Republic of Korea-United States alliance emerged against
the backdrop of the Korean War (1950-1953), a conflict that tested the resolve of both
nations and solidified their commitment to shared values of democracy, freedom, and
security, The mutual defense treaty signed in 1953 formalized this alliance, laying the
foundation for decades of cooperation in various fields such as trade, technology,
culture, and education, The sacrifices made by both nations during the war created an
unbreakable bond, with the United States playing a crucial role in helping South Korea

rebuild and transform into a vibrant, modern society.

Over the past seven decades, the Republic of Korea-United States alliance has
evolved beyond its military origins to encompass a multifaceted partnership, The
economic ties between the two countries have deepened significantly, with South
Korea emerging as a major trading partner and a hub for technological innovation.
The alliance has also facilitated cultural exchanges, with K-pop, Korean dramas, and

traditional arts gaining immense popularity in the United States and around the world.,

The security cooperation between South Korea and the United States has been
a cornerstone of the alliance. The United States maintains a significant military
presence in South Korea, underscoring its commitment to regional stability and

deterrence. Joint military exercises, intelligence sharing, and defense technology
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collaboration have enhanced the security capabilities of both nations. Notably,
the alliance has played a crucial role in maintaining peace and stability on

the Korean Peninsula, despite the ongoing challenges posed by North Korea.

The 70th anniversary of the Republic of Korea-United States alliance coincides with
a period of increasing global complexity, As both nations face transnational threats
such as cybersecurity, climate change, and global health crises, their alliance has
expanded to address these challenges collectively, Collaborative efforts in diplomacy,
development aid, and international organizations highlight the alliance’s commitment

to contributing positively to global issues,

Seventy years of the Republic of Korea-United States alliance have demonstrated
the enduring strength of the partnership, From its historical roots in the Korean
War to its multifaceted collaboration across various sectors, the alliance has evolved
into a model of international cooperation, As the world navigates an ever-changing
geopolitical landscape, the alliance’s continued relevance in addressing regional and
global challenges is evident. As we celebrate this remarkable milestone, it is imperative

to recognize the achievements of the past and reaftirm our commitment to the shared



values that have cemented this alliance for the next generation, Just as the alliance has
flourished over the last 70 years, may it continue to prosper and contribute to a more

secure, prosperous, and interconnected world,

Many Korean diaspora, including myself, are working as members of the U.S.
Armed Forces stationed in the Republic of Korea. As our homeland prospers and grows
stronger, we serve with a great sense of pride and dedication, carrying deep affection
and a devoted spirit for our country. I would like to extend my respectful sentiments to
the Republic of Korea Air Force Academy Class of 1982 who dedicated their lives to the
development and security of South Korea, T would also like to express my gratitude to
the active-duty members of the Republic of Korea Armed Forces, our senior and junior

comrades, who are currently serving, s

Alliance for the Future
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Strengthening Our Future Air Officers

By: Gen. Ken Wilsbach, Commander, Pacific Air Forces

[ want to share with you, the Korean Air Force officers of tomorrow, about
the important role you will play in shaping the Republic of Korea's future and
that of the Indo-Pacific. My own experience of serving my country for 38

years has had a profound impact on me, far beyond what I had anticipated.

When I joined the U.S. Air Force in 1985 after graduating from the University
of Florida, I planned to serve my time and then fly for a commercial airline.
But as I grew to understand the mission and found fulfillment in contributing
to the armed services, my path took a different direction. I went from being a
combat pilot to becoming a theater-wide commander, dealing with the most
complex security challenges of the modern world. That is the world you will

soon enter, one that demands the best we have to offer.

The challenges we face today continue to grow in scope and difficulty as
revisionist powers work against the values we stand for, like freedom,
democracy, and the rule of law. In Europe, Russia has launched an invasion
displaying unprovoked aggression not seen on that continent since World
War Two. In the Indo-Pacific, China continues to escalate tensions in the
South China Sea, the East China Sea, and the Taiwan Strait while attempting
to use their authoritarian systems to subvert the international rules-based

order that has led to the most peaceful and prosperous time in history.

Closer to your home, North Korea'srate of missile launches and provocations
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have only increased the past few years, posing a threat to the stability of the
free and open Indo-Pacific. The lives of your families, friends, and fellow
countrymen are at risk due to North Korea's irresponsible behavior. The U.S.
and Republic of Korea have worked together for decades to deter North
Korea, its nuclear program, and the development of its intercontinental
ballistic missile capabilities. We have fought and bled together, and we will

continue to stand united against these threats.

Looking ahead, the U.S. considers the Korean Peninsula and the Indo-
Pacific as crucial areas in our strategic security. Having led U.S. forces in the
Republic of Korea, I personally understand the importance of the partnership
between our two nations and the role it plays in regional prosperity. The
challenges we've faced have only strengthened our commitment to working
together. Air force officers play a large role in overcoming those obstacles,

and your work will be critical in the years to come.

The nature of being an air force officer has evolved over time, and the
expectations placed upon you are different from what they were for previous
generations. Information now travels instantaneously across the globe, gray
zone operations blur the lines between competition and war, and new
battlefields are emerging in cyberspace and beyond the atmosphere. In
many ways, today is the most challenging environment that has ever existed
for air force officers. You have to move faster, adapt quicker, and think

deeper than your predecessors, and the stakes are only getting higher.

That said, certain leadership principles are timeless and serve just as well in

the modern world as they have throughout history. Throughout my years of



e

as an air force officer, I have developed a set of guiding beliefs as to what
makes an effective leader: you must be humble, approachable, credible, and
strong. Humble, so you can learn from mentors, peers, those you disagree
with, and those under your command. Approachable, so you can communicate
with your airmen and have open avenues for feedback. Credible, so you can
understand your mission and execute it to the highest level of competence.
And strong, so that you can maintain an unwavering resolve when facing
resistance. Prioritize developing these traits so you can lead your airmen

through any challenge you might face.

These guiding principles have shaped me and led me to my current
responsibilities - defending my home and fighting for a free and open Indo-
Pacific. As a leader, it is my duty to stand against threats to democracy and
freedom. Now, you share in that duty. South Korea has a vibrant culture and
a cherished democracy, both worth protecting. I am honored to share the

strong commitment we both have toward security and stability in the region.

Our ironclad alliance contributes to the foundation of peace and prosperity
in the Indo-Pacific. While we are individually strong, together we are
unmatched. The unwavering commitment of the U.S. and Republic of Korea
to each other is crucial as we face future challenges in the Indo-Pacific. By
working together as air force officers in our respective services with all of our
allies and partners in the theater, we can ensure a brighter future. Remember
to be humble, approachable, credible, and strong as you develop as airmen

and officers. I am excited to witness your leadership in the years to come.

Katshee-Kapshee-Dal
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“The buck stops here”
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